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Our Mission                                                                                                                  

Chiara Center is a faith community                                                                     
dedicated to the discovery and healing  

presence of God within oneôs self, everyday life,                                             
relationships, and all of creation.                                                                             

All programs, services, and hospitality are grounded  
in the spirit and heritage of  

St. Francis of Assisi and St. Clare of Assisi. 
 

Our Logo 
Our logo is set in a circular motif representing wholeness.                                       
Light and dark reflect the rhythms of life opening one  

to Godôs compassion, healing, and peace.                                                                         
The Tau Cross, an ancient Biblical symbol embraced by  
St. Francis, invites one to gaze, consider, contemplate, 

and enter the Mystery. 

 

Our Staff                                                                                                                    
Our staff is ready to serve you and hospitality is our hallmark.                                                             
We are committed to the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis                                             

and our Core Values of respect, care, competence, and joy. 

 

 



     Learning Conversations 
 

One of the eight core principles of the 
Richard Rohrôs Center for Action & 
Contemplation is ñthe best criticism 
of the bad is the practice of the 
better. Oppositional energy only 
creates more of the same.ò In the 
simplest terms, the Chiara Centerôs 
mission is to be a sacred place where 

people extend the healing presence of 
Jesus Christ to one another. The divisive tone among people 
compels us to more intently view this yearôs theme, Learning 
Conversations, through the lens of Christ and through the 
inspiration of St. Francis of Assisi; both of whom sought to 
meet others on the margins i.e. Samaritan woman, lepers, 
Roman centurion. 
 

When Father Murray Bodo, OFM visited Chiara Center this 
past May, he noted how St. Francis had changed after his 
encounter with Sultan Malek Al Kamil in August 1219. In fact, 
he rewrote part of his Rule to indicate that the Brothers could 
preach to the Muslims or simply live among them peaceably 
as silent witnesses whose loving actions announced the 
Gospel in a spirit of mutuality and respect. Again, the events 
of the day should invite us to meet the other with the same 
willingness to understand and celebrate his or her blessed 
distinctions and similarities.  
 

This yearôs programs take us back to better know and 
experience the dynamism of Clare (Chiara) Offreduccio and 
the confounding kinship that St. Francis discovered in Malek 
Al Kamil. We will sit at the table with the blessed others in our 
community and then celebrate the delightful aesthetics of a 
forest immersion retreat, a Japanese Tea Ceremony, a multi-
media experience with Teilhard de Chardin, and cherish the 
Winter Solstice in late December. Other programs such as 
Companions on the Journey, Tai Chi classes, Death Caf®, 
and Ah Days of Quiet will return along with new programs 
such as the Conscious Aging sessions and Silent Retreats 
that will take shape to help animate your spirituality.  



м 

Who Are You as a Christian in an 
Evolving Universe? 
A Weekend Retreat 
July 12-14, 2019 
Cost: $265 overnight; $175 commuter 

 
 

Thanks to advances in biblical scholarship and 
scientific discoveries of the 21

st
 century, Christians are better 

equipped to harmonize who we are and how we fit in this 
cosmos. During this retreat, participants will explore what 
science describes as the new universe story that portrays the 
world as old, vast, dynamic, and interdependent while also 
contemplating the biblical creation stories a divine revelation 
capable of giving meaning to scientific discoveries.  
 

Through film, contemplative process, discussion, communion 
with nature, and ritual, retreatants will investigate some of the 
discoveries contemporary theologians have made about our 
God and humanityôs place in the universe.   
 

Sister Sara Fairbanks, OP, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor of 
Homiletics at Aquinas Institute of Theology 
where she also received her Master of 
Theology. She earned her Doctorate in 
Theology at the University of St. Michaelôs 
College, the Toronto School of Theology in 
Toronto, Canada. Her areas of expertise are 
homiletics, theology of lay ecclesial ministry, 
theology of preaching, practical theology, and 
Christian Anthropology.  

Retreats 
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Mass on the World ï A Multi-Media Experience  
July 13, 2019 from 7-8:30 p.m. 
Cost: $10 
This event is open to the public.  
 

Through the use of visuals and music, two local dramatists will 
read excerpts from Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardinôs mystical text, Mass on the World. 
Published six years after his death, this first 
chapter taken from his 1961 book, Hymn 
of the Universe reveals how Teilhard, ñé
used the Roman Catholic Mass as a 
metaphor for his philosophical 
understanding of man in relation to the 
universe. The author explores in poetic prose 
the unity and sacredness of all creation using 

concepts like power, Word (logos), and fire to 
relate to ecclesiastical terms like 
communion and prayer, and emphasizing 
the simplicity, coherence and harmony 
of everything through the universal 
presence of the Word.ò  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
The word Chiara is Italian for Clare who 
helped form the Franciscan movement in 
13
th
 Century Assisi, Italy. Her name 

refers to clarity, light, and knowing. Her 
name is pronounced ñKey-ar-uhò  
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Encountering Clare of Assisi: Inspiring 
Wisdom for Todayôs Challenges  
A Conference Retreat  
August 4-9, 2019   
Cost: $600 for overnight/$380 for commuter 
 

As our culture considers the necessity, value, 
and blessing of the feminine in our world, many are 
beginning to look at St. Clare of Assisi with a clarity that 
befits her name. Even though she humbly referred to herself 
as the little plant of Francis, new scholarship is revealing an 
imaginative woman who worked alongside St. Francis in the 
13
th
 century. Along with St. Francis, Clareôs words and 

leadership served to animate a new way of understanding 
the Gospels and how the Church might take them to heart. 
During this Conference Retreat, we will explore the life of 
the co-founder of the Franciscan movement, particularly 
through her writings and relationship with God and Agnes of 
Prague.  
 
 
 
 

Sister Kathy Warren, OSF, a member of the 
Rochester, MN Franciscans, currently serves 
as the Director for the Office for Women 
Religious for the Diocese of San Diego. 
She has served as a staff member for the 
Franciscan Pilgrimage Programs (Franklin, 
WI) since 2003 and is a retreat presenter 
on the topic of Franciscan spirituality. She 
is the author of Daring to Cross the 
Threshold: Francis of Assisi Encounters Sultan 

Malek al-Kamil (2003). She is co-producer of the 
two-part DVD, In the Footprints of Francis and the Sultan: A 
Model for Peacemaking (Franciscan Media, 2013) and is 
featured in the documentary film, The Sultan and the Saint 
(UPF, 2017). 
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Introduction to Clare of Assisi 
August 7, 2019 at 7 p.m. 
Cost: $10 
Open to the public 
 
Sister Kathy Warren will introduce participants to Clare of 
Assisi and offer some of the insights that are being presented 
during the Conference Retreat. 
 
 
Forest Healing: The Kinship of Trees  
October 18 and 19, 2019  
Cost: $139 
 

In light of all the complexities 
that might pull us away from 
our true selves, we invite those 
who wish to slow down for an 
overnight retreat to become 
immersed in the sacred woods surrounding the Chiara Center. 
Our aim is to offer full-sensory experiences that can help 
facilitate emotional, physical, and spiritual wellness. We will 
embrace the gift of this time to reconnect to the earth along 
with the community of other souls who value the healing 
presence of God in each tree that is alive and ready to impart 

its blessing.  
 
Lisa Rose is a spiritual director and 
certified Enneagram instructor. For almost 
20 years, she has helped to animate the 
faith community at the St. Thomas More 
Newman Center in 
Columbia, MO. 

 
 

Dan Frachey serves as the Chiara Center 
Program Director whose ministries include 
spiritual direction, leading retreats, and 
serving as Program Chair for the Greater 
Springfield Interfaith Association. 
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Silent Retreat/Directed Retreat 
October 27-November 1, 2019 and  
June 14-19, 2020 
 
 

Silent RetreatðFor those who would 
like an experience of silence and solitude, 
we welcome individuals to attend to the 
invitation of the Divine who summons each of us into a 
deeper relationship. There will be an opportunity to meet as 
a group at the onset for those who would value some 
guidance on how best to plan their stay.  
Cost: three daysð$249; four daysð$339; five daysð$399  
 

Directed Retreat ðFor those who would like to meet daily 
with a spiritual director to engage in the spiritual work that 
needs to be processed, we will have directors to accompany 
those who are here for a three, four, or five-day retreat. 
Cost: three daysð$369; fourðdays $463; five daysð$556  

 

 

Spirituality of Recovery Retreat 
February 21-23, 2020 
Cost: $199 for overnight/ 
$125 for commuter 
 

We are pleased to 
welcome back our 
recovery retreat team that 
is eager to journey with 
those who are ready to 
face and deal with their addictions. We view the recovery 
from addictions as a spiritual process that restores one to a 
right-relationship with their higher power, themselves and 
others. Through the course of this weekend, participants 
come to realize that their disease is but a means to healing, 
restoration and wellness. 
 
 


